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October 7, 2004

Consular Warden Message

for American Citizens in Guinea Bissau
On October 6, 2004 there was a military mutiny in Guinea Bissau involving payment of soldiers' salaries.  There are reports of some senior military officials being killed.  The government of Guinea Bissau reports that it is negotiating with the military to resolve the situation.

The Embassy reminds American citizens that the U.S. Embassy in Bissau suspended operations on June 14, 1998.  As a result, there is no U.S. diplomatic or consular presence in Guinea-Bissau.  While the U.S. Embassy in Dakar maintains an office in Bissau staffed by local employees (tel: 00-245-25-2273 or 00-245-720-1560), their ability to provide consular services, including emergency assistance to American citizens, is extremely limited.  

The Embassy reminds Americans to remain alert and aware of your security situation.  American citizens are urged to take basic security precautions:  maintain a high level of vigilance; keep a low profile; vary routes and times to/from work and school; avoid large crowds and political gatherings; and treat mail and packages from unknown sources with suspicion.  Vehicles should not be left unattended and should be kept locked at all times.
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