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It is a real pleasure to be with you today to observe the International Day of the Volunteer.  This occasion is of special interest to me because I was once a volunteer myself with the Peace Corps in Upper Volta.  In fact, it was so long ago that Upper Volta doesn’t even exist any more and today it’s called Burkina Faso.  But we are here today not to reflect on the past, rather to show our support for all volunteers and to welcome into our family circle a new generation of volunteers who will soon take their oath of service and continue the tradition of volunteerism.  We are also here today to honor all the volunteers, national and international, as well as their organizations, for the work they have done and the initiatives they have launched.  The institution of volunteerism has greatly served Senegal and its people during these forty years, and it has demonstrated how other organizations could provide assistance to needy communities.


We believe that the role of a volunteer is unique.  Everyone benefits from it.  The volunteer acquires a depth of knowledge that expands his or her understanding of the world beyond one’s own borders.  The recipient also benefits from the material or training or new information that the volunteer brings to the work.  What clearly emerges through the volunteer experience is the strengthening of friendships, cultural exchanges and understanding.  There also is a clear development dividend for everyone.  And by reinforcing our human bonds the volunteer contributes to an environment in which peace among peoples and nationals has a better opportunity to flourish.


I also would like to congratulate Senegal’s volunteers who have joined this global movement and who have dedicated themselves to serve their fellow citizens.  Their efforts are highly appreciated and we should acknowledge them … with our applause (applaud).  Senegal’s volunteers represent a logical response to the needs of their country.  At the same time that human resources are being developed, important services are being provided to their communities.  When neighbors help each other, that already is a very good example of the volunteer spirit. . . but when someone who is not from the community comes to lend a hand. . .that is an act of selflessness.  Volunteers of Senegal, I congratulate you all.   


To all volunteers, I congratulate you too.  Your choice to serve your communities, to give back something to others, to share your knowledge in order to help another is worthy of our finest qualities as human beings.  Each of us got where we are with the help of others. . .it’s now your turn to return these investments that were made in you.  I wish you every success as you are about to embark on a new and wondrous journey.  And to those volunteers already making this journey, I wish that your travels will be fruitful and gratifying.  We have a nice family.  

Welcome home.
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