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Thank you Mr. Minister, School Director, and ladies and gentlemen.

I am very happy to be back in Guinea-Bissau and I am especially pleased to visit the beautiful region of Quinara for the first time, and to experience the wonderful hospitality of the people here.    

I am delighted to have the opportunity to dedicate this school in Saredonha, along with four other newly built educational facilities in the neighboring villages of Gam Cumba, Guiledje, Medjo, and Horta.  The construction of these schools, each of which will accommodate over 100 students, was made possible by funding from the U.S. military’s European Command under its Humanitarian Assistance Program.  

These school projects are just one element of a larger partnership between the United States and Guinea Bissau.  In a variety of ways, Americans are working with the Bissau-Guinean people to create the conditions that will allow a stable democracy to flourish and a strong economy to develop.  

The United States Agency for International Development, for example, funds EnterpriseWorks, the successful non-governmental organization helping to process and market Bissau-Guinean cashews.  USAID also funds the Adventist Development Relief Agency, assisting refugees and people displaced by conflict in northern Guinea-Bissau and the Casamance.  In addition, we have supported HUMAID -- the organization responsible for having removed the vast majority of landmines from Bissau -- and Tudo Fichi, the campaign to prevent HIV/AIDS.
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture has also been involved in Guinea Bissau, donating food that the International Partnership for Human Development and Amigos de Criancas used to support rural development in Oio and Cacheu.  Each year we provide grants to several local organizations and communities through our Self-Help and Humanitarian Assistance Programs, and we have extended our cooperation to help local English language teachers.   Americans and Bissau-Guineans are working together on many fronts and in many domains.  

I congratulate Guinea-Bissau on its successful transition to democracy and the newly elected government that recently took office.  This new government brings with it a new opportunity to firmly implant the democratic institutions that will protect the rights of the citizens and guarantee free political discourse: a strong, independent judiciary; a representative legislature; a free press; and an energetic civil society.

To maximize this new opportunity, the Bissau-Guinean people, with the help of the international community, must demand a commitment to democratic ideals and good governance from those whom you entrust with power.  Guinea-Bissau’s leaders and public servants – both military and civilian – must be accountable to the people.  They must continue to fight corruption, control public finances, and work to create a climate that attracts investment and development assistance.  Each step of the way, the U.S. will be eager to help as much as possible.  

Every time I come here, everyone asks me, “When are the Americans returning to Guinea-Bissau?”  Well, here we are.  We’ve been here and we’ll stay here.  I presented my credentials to the Government of Guinea-Bissau more than a year ago, as the first U.S. Ambassador accredited to Guinea-Bissau since 1998.  I have a local staff member who manages our office in Bissau.  I have a State Department officer dedicated to Guinea Bissau affairs whom I’ve assigned to travel here frequently.  Our Defense Attaché and other officers also make frequent trips to Bissau.  All of this is to conduct normal diplomatic and development assistance activity with our long-time friends, the Bissau-Guinean people.  Today’s school dedication is just one more sign that this friendship is alive and well.  

Thank you for your attention and for your hospitality.  I look forward to more successful examples of cooperation between the U.S. and Guinea-Bissau and to more visits to this beautiful country in the near future.   
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