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Introduction 

Since the collapse of the wall of Berlin in 1989, world entered a phase of reorganization of political and economic forces. Everything appears as if one returned in the old rivalry between the colonies of America and the old European world. But the context is completely new and stakes so different. Anglo-Saxon reflex favours has a lot of consideration of links(coming together) among the uncle Sam and his(her) brother Jack, notably in the crusade against Iraq. The Gallic cock, in spite of the vague desires of peculiarity and its association with the Germans that imposes him(her) its setbacks during two world wars eventually joined the capitalist system world. Russia does not henceforth frighten any more, one knows its industrial capacities and the tares which conferred on him(her) about seven decades of autarky. More than ever, Japan, having adopted and to have digested the mechanisms of Occidental production and undergone the American protectorate further to the second war, became a respectable partner, even though it lives(remains) a redoubtable competitor in the hegemony in the Pacific. All these savings - worlds which established(constituted) gradually benefited each of a particular historic context which contributed to forge specific identities. In this optics, it(he) is not superfluous to look in categorizer for the groups of people according to vast territorial entities even though every space abounds in numerous otherness. Just as much it(he) is possible of epilogue on an European identity, a far eastern or peaceful identity, a African identity, so much as we are could wonder about an American identity.

So as we are could allow to ask the question to know: who is the American and if, in spite of regional specificities, it is possible to pull an American identity.

1 - America between segregation and strong capacity of integration: a historic variety.

Who is the American and which are the characters of the American identity? At once, first answer to this questioning made think of the history of the populating of America namely : as well in the primitive populating of pre-Columbian America as in that, consecutive to immigrants' numerous waves, which broke out on the new world from XVII-th century, from quite complete Europe as well as black slaves imported by Africa. Until this day, new immigrants, pretenders in the American citizenship, continue following the example of Latinos to cross(exceed) border in search of the American Eldorado. It is indeed the proof that American identity remains very appreciated and that it continues to diversify through new migratory contributions of which some seem to have favoured the tragic events of September 11, 2001. Nevertheless, in any state of cause, the construction of the American identity is the result of numerous competitions of circumstance in a suited space which remains determining in the individual and collective behaviour of the American.

In the end of XV-th century, at the time of the discovery of the New World, nothing apparently predisposed America to the fate which it was going to know three centuries later, that is: to become the first industrial, financial and military power of the world. More spectacular thing(matter), to knock down lot(fate) almost by subjecting the metropolis of yesterday, obliged to take refuge under the protection of its atomic umbrella after second world war. But indubitably, the space and the natural resources that offered New World could let dream the migrants. This dream was without nobody doubts maintained and supported by fabulous wealth of the Indians of Colombian America. In particular, the work of Indian accumulated under shape of monument and golden statues. 

Testimonies are legions on the Spanish case which aroused the envy(urge) for the other metropolises. " To draw treasures ", was, according to Coulomb’s report in the council of Castile (Frank on 1977: 157) the true motive which decided on companies especially those posterior to the Colombian epic. For the same report, the sacrilegious thirst of the gold stays the main motivation of the companies. In Peru for example, conquistador’s would have seen 1 300 000 ounces of ores in a single heap, of big statues of llama and a good dozen of women's statues, quite golden etc. According to Spanish official statistics between eighteen thousand tons of money and two hundred tons of gold were transferred by America in Spain (Beaud on 1984: 18). Even though English did not find so much, the main motive for it was everywhere in the beginning, the same. It(he) is true, the dream of gold, the Eldorado will not be the only one because the thirst of freedom is going to lead(drive) several groups of pilgrims to avoid(flee) pursuits consecutive to the intolerance nuns in Europe and to find in America a haven of peace. But unmistakably, the charm of the wide and the horizon was essential in the construction of the American dream and inevitably in the construction of the American identity. 

This charm of the space as well as the availability of the lands which contrasts with the exiguity of England was determining in various migratory movements towards the New World. It was well a chance of a lifetime for the tramps without earth(ground) roaming in the English cities, hunted(chased away) with their soil by the enclosure act. The first colonists in front of the unlimited ness of the space were rather prosecutors(applicants) of hand of work and could so only be hospitable. And so was set up a long tradition of reception and integration of the newcomers. Even relations with the Indians sometimes, depicted under bad days, through conflicts should be qualified. In spite of the revolts of Indian protesting against the invasion of their earth(ground) notably in 1622 in Virginia, in 1637 in the region of the River Connecticut etc., reports(connections) were, in many circumstances, relations of cooperation even though this one were inequalities. The business of furs having forced the Indians Iroquois in forest houses have generally by the women. Many among them eventually married migrants and giving birth to the half-bloods which already prefigured, through their education, multicultural America.

The black slaves, had not certainly the right to the same trump cards being given their status. For a long time, they were considered as household effects and were the object of transfer. But the conditions of the colonization having favoured a high rate of manliness of the colonists in the beginning, here also, half-blood's birth was not rare in spite of the official segregation. Black culture were, she(it) also, presents in the education of young people future Americans. Today they represent between 12 and 15 % of the American population; what is not unimportant. In the South where the economy of plantations was the most prosperous they sometimes exceeded in number the colonists. The farmers and their foremen did not always control situation. Contact among White, Red and black certainly produced a cultural hybridisation which does not exist somewhere else. The climate of segregation, feeling reluctant at any point of view, doubtless stimulated a will of excellence in the black population and produces big people as Booker T. Washington ( 1995 ) and of numerous technological inventions in the asset(active person) of the Blacks, but participating in the construction of the American identity. 

After all, one of the major characteristics of the American identity, lives(lies) in the multiculturalism of its civilization, rich in a diversified contribution. Nobody leaves in the world, there was this melting-jar. To the Indian autochthons came to add migrants' numerous waves come from all Europe. It(he) is true, English, Irish, Scottish, are by far the most numerous at first. But the other European nationalities are not besides. The French Huguenots, the Italians, the Dutch, the Germans, the Swedes and an important wave of Sephardim Jews of any horizons made crossing to find one better to be or the peace which missed them in their European environments. This dream remains still possible today for numerous scientists from the whole, strong world of the ideal conditions that offer America in many domains. 

The first colonies established(constituted) certainly on affinities of origin of the groups of migrants with dominances in certain regions for example the Northeast with one strong ascendancy of Englishman(English) and Dutchman(Dutch), the South with important colony of Irish etc. But unmistakably strong mobility owed to the development of means of transportation and especially to the diversification of the economy everywhere a little erased the national specificities of origin to exploit only those imposed in the middle by life. So the American of the Northeast remains more marked by the tradition of business(cases) owed to the very ancient(former) conurbation and the presence of the biggest ports(bearings), those of the centre and the South by the life of domain even though industrialization made here and there enormous progress having contributed to restructure the space. The idea of border to be won permanently remains inked permanently in their spirits and eventually influenced all America. She(it) is translated henceforth in term of challenge to be won. It(he) results from it, in the collective American identity, the permanent collection of the progress everywhere: scientific, technological but so imperial of whom(which) translation individual is the character of the self made man. 

2 - 
 The self made man: a major characteristic of the American identity

From the beginning, New World appears as an unlimited, vast and virgin space, where everything should be built in opposition with Europe exiguous in the strongly steep coasts. " Heavens and earth(ground) ever better got to create a place where the man can live(remain) " John Smith in 1607 exclaimed. This space, certainly offered possibilities of success to all in spite of the difficulties of the nature, moreover inherent to all the continents. This other dream is based well and ensues naturally from the will to reach a greater welfare which passes necessarily by the individual fulfilment. 

This dream certainly was not allowed the slaves but postage gave to some and to the others the opportunity to go more in the wide for the possibility of coming true. But unmistakably, individual promotion established(constituted), very early in the American company(society) a determining element of the identity. The American colonial company(society), the typical model it was the planter. In the South, in Virginia notably, classify her(it) planters were more businessmen than farmers. At first they received concessions of the king and they worked to widen him(it). A way of making sure extension is be attributed(awarded) head rights to have made come to their cool of the immigrants. Of the other one undertook in a sort of wheeling and dealing by giving in farm rent to the farmers exploiting(running) against fixed rents of the plots of land of which average size was already in the XVIII-th of 40 ha. Moreover it was the category of the planters of the South which took charge of the business with England. They collected production for the export towards England where from they imported goods(articles) which missed on the spot. They lived practically as aristocrats in their domain. 

" To get bigger was not complicated. It was enough to buy and to realize of bargains, to buy before the earth(ground) is highlighted " (Kaspi on 1986: 65). In the North, notably in Massachusetts, practices are a little different. Concession is at first collective. The earth(ground) is granted to groups of migrants by the local colonial Assemblies after inquiry on their religious capacities and their working capacity, loads(charges) in the group to proceed to the affectation(appointment) of the space in the various corporate bodies (carpenter, shoemaker etc.) and in the allocation of fields according to necessities. This system worked when the number was limited. Because here also, very fast, one evolved westward which(who) remains attractive in spite of hard works of clearing to be carried out. Result at the end of accounts was to appropriate the vastest possible space. 

The conquest of the space became an essential characteristic of the American and an effective means to grow rich. Many fortunes were built on this base following the example of Daniel Boone, explorer and land agent who opened the way of Kentucky, or even of Georges Washington, land surveyor already in fifteen years, who eventually put the hand on 4000 ha in the valley of Ohio in 1773. He knew how to grow rich by behaving as big property owner and installed(settled) there numerous slaves of it.

The challenge of the new world, vast space where everything is to build in opposition with the exiguity of Europe and especially for farmers victims of enclosures acts, it is to spread(widen) at most its exploitation and its business(cases). The possibilities of success from anything, but by the work and the ambition, spread widely even though success was not given to everybody. So took the ideal of border of which the fundamental base remains the will of overtaking and progress everywhere. The first translation of this notion in the first times of the colonization was naturally the conquest of the new lands on the forest by clearings and the overhang westward. But in the course of the history, this ideal eventually embodied the symbol of the progress and especially that gradually the West until the peaceful rib(coast) be going to were integrated into the Nation. 

3 - 
 Of the end of the internal border in the doctrine of Monroe: imperialism or American solidarity?

The emancipation of the 13 colonies of America opened a new era for America at the beginning of XIX-th century: acceleration of the conquest of the West, increase and consolidation of the Union, offensive industrial politics(policy) by the protection of the embryonic local units in the means of tariff barriers. The war of 1812 against the British considered as a second war for independence eventually become aware to the Americans of their force and, from then on , to embody the symbol of the possible victory and freedom of colonies toward metropolises. 

It(he) is true the war for independence of America can not be compared with the situation of Africa in the XX-th century. It was almost in this case about a civil war among: partisans of the preservation of links privileged between the British Colonies of America and the metropolis and freedom fighters ready to cut the umbilical cord. The wind turned in favour of second in spite of the commitment of the metropolis in a band, in material and logistic support brought to the second. Situation in Latin America is completely close. The colonists loopholes of the Latin America was practically in the same political situation with their metropolis. But here, the management of the colonial thing(matter) is direct and links politics(policy) with the Old World, more supported.

The United States, in this beginning of century, were then ready to play an offensive role outside the territory. Internal border on a certain plan is gained(won) even though the Rocky and forest coast on the neighbourhoods of the Pacific remained to conquer. The challenge of the consolidation of the independence passes also by the implemented(operated) of a foreign policy which was in fact already engaged(opened) with the war of 1812 from which admitted objectives were to protect borders not to succumb to a new attempt of re-colonization from Canada. 

Southward danger was not certainly so grave being given the military weakness of the European metropolises installed(settled) in these parts of the country namely : Spain in Mexico and Portugal in Brazil etc. But possible confusions in these places could be harmful to them. New border is so to move on another ground the doctrine of Monroe of which redraws dimensions and challenge which it represents for the future of the United States and more widely all the American continent.  

This doctrine which makes reference to the infringement on the safety(security) and on the peace of the United States, in the case of the non-recognition of the new republics, proclaimed in Central America and the South in 1822, inaugurates the beginning of a new era of the American identity. Is it about a mark(brand) of solidarity enter colonized also conditions having acquired their independence toward the Old man - world? Certainly! Such is the official sense(direction) of the step(method) engaged(opened) by the doctrine of Monroe proclaimed under the popular pressure. These countries established(constituted), not to doubt, an important market for the European metropolises France and Great Britain understood(included). The guarantee of their freedom is a security of market for the industry of the United States which began a development in the same period. 

The most spectacular of this new identity, imperial and colonizing adventure begun by America. Henceforth, to protect their interests, the Americans commit to their tour(tower) in the colonization. The Lobby of the ship owners pushed to the creation of sphere of influence it of the other term in the creation of an American empire following the example of what old European powers engaged(opened) in Africa, in Asia in the Pacific. The first act of this push purchased by purchase in Russia in 1867 of Alaska which will be proclaimed in 1959 , 49-th State of the union. In 1898, Spanish - American war had the other objective no than of outer Spain outside of the American continent and the Pacific. The United States establish, further to their victory their seizure by Porto Rico and the Philippine islands. Meanwhile in 1893 they supported rebellion has Cuba and islands Hawaii to make a boss of it. 

It is the beginning of an imperial foreign policy based at first on the solidarity of conditions and also and especially with an admitted objective the protection of the safety(security) of America, obsession which will be permanent in the behaviour(canal) of all the foreign policy of the United States until our days. It is the same security reason which will motivate the intervention in the first war in 1917 and later, through the support for the reconstruction of territories victims of the destructions of the second war.

4 - 
 Of the leasing in the plan the Marshall Islands: philanthropic America?

Solidarity shown towards the Central America and towards the South can not be enough to justify American intervention in the international wars of XX-th century and the support when Americans brought to the allies through the loan lease before deciding on its intervention further to the attack of its, submarine by the Germans. 

In spite of some internal hesitations, the general opinion of Americans, was the end of XIX-th century and at the beginning of the XX-th favourable to the increasing interventionism of America in the international politics(policy) in the measure of the level of industrial development which it reached. Inner market was certainly important but the pursuit of the walking forward requires the conquest of outer markets. First war gave the occasion of it. The recession from 1913-1914 to the United States benefited from a favourable circumstance for a revelation. The metropolis of yesterday engaged(opened) in the war had appeal to its ancient(former) colony for the supply in any sort of products indispensable to the war effort: wheat, meats, steels, engine, ammunitions. It was the countdown which is going to confirm the United States and so the Americans in the function(office) of the argentiers of the world and the first economic power. The American argentiers with before the group Morgan gave in France and in Great Britain, until April, 1917, 2300 of dollars (Kapsi on 1986: 266). From now on the balance of trade of America becomes superfluous toward Europe. The Americans become the creditors of the world. Even though after the treaty of Versailles, they returned in the situation of neutral Nation and refuse to enter LEAGUE OF NATIONS. Economic system world can not do any more without them. 

Since then, America and Americans gave themselves a new identity: the policemen of the world. The speed of propagation of the Big crisis of 1929, activated(started) in the United States, in the whole world, showed the measure of this decisive implication of this nation in the business(cases) of the world. They knew how to find a better economic health, by appealing in them capital what had for consequence the ascent of fascisms in Europe and afterward the second world war. Once more their intervention was decisive. So confirmed their ascendancy with the plan the Marshall Islands which strengthened their presence. Old Europe is then reduced to put itself under its military protection and under its economic dependence. This time they stayed and hear completely playing their policeman's role of the world. The main opponent, after the war, it is not any more the forces of the axis, but rather the red danger. He arose from the Bolshevik revolution of 1917, that one can today considered as a bracket of the long walking of capitalisms. It is also everybody attempt of regional ascendancy susceptible to compete them for their world position. The security motive stays the first motive for justification of all the actions whether it is yesterday in Korea in 1953, in the Middle East, or today in Afghanistan and in Iraq. To follow the events of the world, it(he) does not make any doubt that world stays in the era of the American triumphal on all the plans especially from 1989 with the collapse of the wall of Berlin and the glasnost in the EX USSR. The American citizens are conscious widely of it and it(he) are present in all the levels to protect the " pax-américana ". 

5 - 
 The Americans and the international peace of the post-war years: economic and cultural triumphal, towards the universalization of a model identical.

Post-war year corresponds to the age of triumph of the Americans in the world. Their commitment in the Organization of Nations United and in the different specialized organs well shows the place which they hear henceforth taking in the business(cases) of the world. This new situation consolidated American economy and contributed forged an identity in the measure of its level of development. The new essentially urban American company(society) is dominated by a model with the constitution of a middle class (white-collar workers) in strong progress to the detriment of the blue-collar workers and of the traditional classify planters and farm labourers. These various alterations(transfers) are the marks(brands) of an economic system based on the technological, industrial overhang and the services. They are accompanied with the assertion of a model particular identical resulting from the long history of America in which the religious feeling of the first puritanical immigrants holds another place next to the materialism led(inferred) by the development of the industrial company(society). This model, expression of a triumphant economic system does not stop spreading and generalizing.

Indeed, on the economic plan the stock exchange(scholarship) of New York became, since well for a long time, the strongest financial place in the world, the symbol of the capitalism of which the Americans today are the bards. This economic and financial presence is necessary in all the domains: scientific and technological advanced research, heavy industry, of production of possessions, cultural industry (publishing(edition), cinema). Ascendancy is translated by a presence everywhere. The United States are today a suction pump of the universal grey cells that she is European, Asiatic or African. Television series spread(diffused) in the world are in big majority produced by Americans. In most of cases these convey the image of the individual success and show lifestyles the American way which hides the reality of the middle classes of the suburbs of the American cities: Nuclear family in buildings(ships) individual (example Forest park) stereotypical monotonous life, no abnormality with regard to the model. Any not conformist shape is badly seen everybody lines up. A family life without real intimacy where each watches the other one. Permanent advertising aggression in streets incites to an identical mode of food(dietary) consumption ( the fast food restaurant), vestimentary ( the blue Jean) and cultural. Rock and roll, Jazz, Soul - music etc. made the tour of the world. It's the same film productions of Hollywood and attractions of the type Disney-land. This(they) almost invasion of the perceptible world from the 1950's took forms varied. The body of the volunteers (Peace body) is one of the symbols of this identity. They are the diffusers of the model through a new shape of humanism purely American but layman who is parallel another shape, rather religious through the support for multiple sects which assign a real pastoral. This one began with the Jehovah's Witnesses from the 1950's, followed(logical) with the Church of God's assembly and an avalanche of congregation of Pentecostal obedience who(which) make today a real tobacco in the big cities of Black Africa where live poverty and misery.

Unanimity does not seem however made around this identity, several movements tried to question this standardization with different fortunes. The McCarthyism by its brutality and the activism of the FBI suffocated(suppressed) in the egg the internal development of the communism from immediate post-war years. The movement of emancipation of the Blacks, the steady fight partially also by Whites knew some successes and allowed to recognize their cultural specificity in certain domains. Fight engaged(opened) in the 1960's known under the name of the revolution of rights, aroused some alterations(retouch) in the model American identical by putting the problem of the equality of sexes, as well as the question of the ethnic identity in front of weight of the WASP (Protestant Anglo-Saxon White. Indian demands were one of contesting identical majored except for the question of the Blacks. But in every case, all these reactions in front of dominant model do not seem to have questioned him(it). That are the Blacks or the Indians, or even the women, all the individuals position in the American common identity according to their personal social status and less with regard to their group or to their religion. Such seems to be the central characteristic of the American identity conveyed worldwide. This globalise perception of the American can be read through the glance concerned outside by the others the American.     

6 - The Americans and the extra-American world: crossed glances

As evoked above, the image of the American today in the world is perceptible through its technological level (conquest of the space), the military strike force (the aviation the bombers) and the navy... The American is also confused(merged) in the world capitalism of which the United States, he is true, establish(constitute) one of epicentres. The dislocation of the USSR having broken balance, all the misfortunes, wherever from they come is for first reactions the work of " satan American ". The most dramatic situation is worldwide Islamic conveyed image in Extreme and the Middle East. 

In rib(coast) of this antipathy in the Moslem world, unanimity is not made either on this image of the United States in the Occidental and capitalist camp. The official hesitations of France are widely shared by the left. It's the same in Germany. But here as in France and in the other country Occidental, model is fascinating and very attractive imitation otherwise advanced(moved) enough. Political debates focus on the comparison enter an European identity to be built in reference to the American model. In Africa and especially in Asia it is only about imitation but about a very subtle ideological imperialism whether it is in Japan or in the new emergent countries etc. The movements of capital impose references identical which, without being a certified true copy of the American identity, is inspired widely by it.

This imperialism arouses admiration for some and to the others a hatred than instigates the expression of local disparities maintained with the support or the blessing of America. Such is the sense(direction) of the terrorism which, in any evidence, is a reaction in front of a model identical which tries to protect itself through a very offensive economic and cultural policy.

7 - That do they stay of the image of America and Americans in the world after September 11, 2001?

The terrorist act of September 11 shook America and whole world. It(he) is attributed(awarded) to Islamic terrorist groups. Without pronouncing on responsibilities, this horrible act is the consequence of an international geopolitical situation which should be connected just like America worldwide. The nature of the composed act and the struck symbols establish(constitute) a grave damage carried(worn) in an economic system capitalism and in the model identical which embodies him(it): namely a consumer society dominated by a mode production hyper-concentrated in the hands of a ruling class which seems almost insensible in the troubles of the poorest, in a sense a neo-Malthusianism at the world level of which most better placed at the table of the dinner guests they are the Americans. This image of the American is not certainly exact in its global nature and the success of September 11 was possible only due to internal complicities in America. It is the proof that unanimity is not made on model identical above described and that the politics(policy) of immigration and integration of the new citizens in the American melting-jar knows gratings. Is it, at the beginning of the decline of the model? Question deserves a detailed reflection. 

Conclusion:

Today, retorts organized by America through the war against the world terrorism is of attack(affect) blindly peoples, and making so victims who do not have anything to see with the terrorism. Surgical war remains a wager. Smudges were numerous: in Afghanistan, in Iraq … Positions American in the Close and Middle East do not understand(include) toward the ethics which represents American identity. Is American humanism a farce that the force of the capital checked? Certainly the idea of redeeming America leader of the free world in front of terrorism and of the injustice seems only of the fire to the eyes of nations a American. In spite of the strike force, the vulnerability of America rests(bases) security question, neither in front of danger red as yesterday, or against the old world but rather against the disenchanted Third World a part of which devotes itself to the terrorism in complicity with citizens badly integrated American.       
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